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each month and ask, “What are they getting
for their money.” An honest answer to that
question may lead to a groundswell for true
tax reform.

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, | urge my
colleagues to let the American people know
their tax burden by cosponsoring the Cost of
Government Awareness Act.

———————
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Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to recognize Endo Pharmaceuticals Inc., on
the occasion of the company’s 10 Year Anni-
versary. Endo, whose corporate headquarters
are located in Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania, in
the heart of the 7th Congressional District, is
an American success story on many important
levels.

The company’s roots as a pharmaceutical
enterprise actually run quite deep, dating back
to the 1920s when a family-run pharma-
ceutical business named Intravenous Products
of America was established in New York. Its
name was changed to Endo Products in 1935.
In 1969 E.l. du Pont de Nemours and Com-
pany (DuPont) acquired since renamed Endo
Labs. In the early 1990s DuPont, in a joint
venture with Merck and Company, formed Du-
Pont Merck Pharmaceuticals, and named its
generics business Endo Laboratories LLC.

In 1997, Endo Pharmaceuticals, Inc., an
independent company, was formed through
the vision of former DuPont Merck executives
led by Carol Ammon and Mariann MacDonald.
The vision they shared was to create a lead-
ing pain management company focused on
the needs of patients and physicians. Leaping
ten years forward to today, it is plain to see
that Endo has already accomplished its initial
goal and is looking toward new horizons, and
bolder challenges.

Endo’s initial success came on the heels of
meeting physician and patient pain manage-
ment needs by introducing new dosage
strengths of its well-known pain reliever
PERCOCET ®, and in-licensing LIDODERM ®,
the first FDA-approved topical patch for pain
associated with post-herpetic neuralgia, a
dreaded complication from shingles.

And recently, Endo launched the newest
strong opioid for patients with chronic mod-
erate-to-severe pain, OPANA® ER, together
with a comprehensive risk management plan
to ensure appropriate physician prescribing
and patient education of pain medicines.

As Endo continued to grow throughout the
late 1990s and into this decade, the company,
with the help of employees at its research and
development laboratories in New York, began
developing new, novel products, including
those for the treatment of acute pain and mod-
erate-to-severe chronic pain. As it did so,
Endo also created an internal specialty sales
force. By 2003, the company grew to nearly
500 employees. This growth and the com-
pany’s success in the pharmaceutical industry
did not go unnoticed. During that same year,
co-founders Carol Ammon and Mariann Mac-
Donald were honored with the Greater Phila-
delphia Ernst & Young “Entrepreneur of the
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Year” award in the Health Sciences category,
and Endo was named “Company of the Year”
by the Eastern Technology Council.

Endo Pharmaceuticals Inc. has further dis-
tinguished itself by being voted one of the
“100 Best Corporate Citizens” by Business
Ethics Magazine and reaching #35 on Busi-
ness Weeks “Hot Growth Companies” list.
Endo’s mission clearly incorporates a humani-
tarian as well as a corporate vision. The com-
pany contributes to Community Volunteers in
Medicine, a Chester County, PA organization
that provides health care to people who don’t
qualify for Medicaid and do not have health
care insurance. Endo began contributing to
this organization in 2004 at the $15,000 level
and has increased their contribution each
year. In addition, the company has given over
$300,000 to the Susan G. Komen Foundation;
and been a sponsor of the Komen Pink Tie
Ball and Komen Race for the Cure. Also,
since 2002, Endo employees have participated
in the MS150, a 150 mile bicycle race to raise
funds for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. Indi-
vidual pledges, a corporate contribution and
matching gift from Carol Ammon, one of
Endo’s co-founders, also have contributed to
this event.

Now in its tenth year, the company employs
more than 1,300 individuals in the United
States, including laboratories in Westbury,
New York, and Boulder, Colorado. Endo’s is a
highly skilled workforce, as 98 percent of its
employees hold a bachelor's degree or higher.
The company is further solidifying its presence
in Pennsylvania and Chadds Ford, in par-
ticular, recently breaking ground on a new
48,600-square-foot building at its head-
quarters. This new building in Chadds Ford
will have space for an additional 175 employ-
ees, and is expected to be completed next
year.

However, Endo is growing in other areas,
too, and positioning itself to be the leading
pain company in the world. Endo’s President
and CEO, Peter Lankau, says the company is
indeed focused on the future and continuing to
provide patients and physicians with clinically
innovative pain therapy products.

Madam Speaker, again, | would like to con-
gratulate Endo Pharmaceuticals Inc., and es-
pecially its employees at the Chadds Ford
headquarters, for the company’s accomplish-
ments. In just ten years Endo has realized the
vision of its founders. It is an entrepreneurial
success and is recognized as an outstanding
corporate citizen. It is now the world leader in
developing pain therapy products focused on
patients’ and physicians’ needs. |, for one,
look forward to the promise of the next ten
years for Endo Pharmaceuticals Inc., and its

talented individuals in Chadds Ford and
throughout the nation.
——
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to speak about
Lazaro Alejandro Garcia Farah, a prisoner of
conscience in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Garcia Farah is a pro-democracy activist
currently imprisoned in the tyrant's gulag be-
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cause of his belief in freedom, democracy,
and human rights. Unfortunately, because Mr.
Garcia Farah has been a supporter of the
cause of bringing liberty to an island shackled
by a tyrant's brutal machinery of repression,
and has attempted to shed light on the vicious
crimes committed against the Cuban people,
he has been persecuted by the totalitarian re-
ime.

g Mr. Garcia Farah’s aspirations for freedom
and a better future were cut short when he
and others attempted to divert a boat, the
“Baragud”, in an attempt to escape the suffo-
cating grasp of the maniacal regime that main-
tains Cuba enchained. On August 4, 1994, Mr.
Garcia Farah was arrested and in a sham trial
“sentenced” to 25 years confinement in the in-
fernal totalitarian dungeons on charges of “pi-
racy” and attempting to exit the country with-
out “proper permission”.

In 1998, Pope John Paul Il visited Cuba and
brought with him a list of political prisoners for
which he asked clemency. The petition was ig-
nored. Mr. Garcia Farah, whose name was on
the list, denounced and protested the manner
in which the totalitarian regime ignored the
Pope’s petition. The regime’s thugs imme-
diately placed Mr. Garcia Farah into solitary
confinement in an attempt to silence his calls
for justice.

Mr. Garcia Farah is in constant danger of
being placed in solitary confinement while in
the gulag, yet he rejects allowing himself to be
silenced. In 2000 he refused to participate in
political “indoctrination” classes and was con-
sequently denied visitation rights from Novem-
ber 2000 until February 2001. More recently,
in a communication with the Cuban Founda-
tion for Human Rights, Mr. Garcia Farah de-
nounced the horrific conditions to which polit-
ical prisoners are subjected and explained that
prisoners are given drinking water infested
with parasites and filthy residues and are in-
cessantly denied their rights to correspond-
ence and religious assistance.

Madam Speaker, Lazaro Alejandro Garcia
Farah languishes within the confines of hellish
squalor and the injustice of the dictatorship’s
gulag, although he has done nothing other
than desire that the long-suffering people of
Cuba live in freedom with fundamental human
rights and dignity. My Colleagues, we must
demand the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of Lazaro Alejandro Garcia Farah and
every political prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.
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Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, it is with great sadness that
| rise today to pay tribute to Curtis “Lumpy”
Baxter, a much beloved icon of Levittown,
Pennsylvania. Over the last year as | traveled
to events across Bucks County, it seemed that
wherever | went, “Lumpy” would be there,
with a big sandwich and an even bigger smile.

Far and wide, “Lumpy” was known for sling-
ing the best barbeque around. Madam Speak-
er, while it may have been the delicious
barbeque that won him so many awards, it
was his warmth and friendliness that endeared
him to thousands. One glimpse of him beam-
ing in front of his trophies would always be
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